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frontier, the toleration and existence which Kussia
persistently denies to her own non-Russian subjects.
Persian anarchy, for it is no better, supplies also its
yearly quota of emigrants, chiefly Turkoman; while
the somewhat lax hospitality of Turkey receives all
these new forms of life within the bounds of the empire,
and allows them to combine and develope much as they
choose. And they are, in fact, now fast coalescing and
organizing themselves into a new nation.

It would be impossible within the limits assigned by

a notice like the present, to go over and investigate the

entire extent of territory above traced out, or to follow

in detail the ethnological activities going on at each

point of its surface.    I will accordingly restrict myself

for the present to the portion which I have most lately

and more thoroughly studied: that, namely, which lies

immediately along the north-east Turkish frontier, and

which comprises whatever lies between the latitude of

Batoum, Xars, and the town of Moosh to the west, and

the Russian boundary, from the Black Sea to Mount

Ararat, eastwards.    From this strip we may estimate

much of what passes in the adjoining districts.   During

August last duty required my presence at Kars, a place

well known to history as the stronghold of Eastern

Turkey, known also from its gallant though unavailing

defence, under British and Hungarian auspices, against

the overwhelming forces of Russia, headed by Mouravieff.

During my stay there I had the opportunity of forming

acquaintance with some of the native Begs, or hereditary

nobles, and between us we concerted a visit to the

nearer-lying Eastern provinces, namely, those of Ka-

gizmand,   Shooragel,  Ardahan,  and Ajarah, provinces

situated, as I have before implied, between the latitude

of Kars and the Eussian frontier, reaching from Ararat

to the Black Sea.